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The scene at Route 29 northbound 

at River View Plaza was typical of 
downtown Trenton, which was at 
the mercy of the cresting Delaware 
River after heavy rains on April 2. 
High waters flooded the city and 
took days to recede. There were 
damaged homes, state buildings and 
historic sites in the city, including 
the Old Barracks, Thomas Edison 
College, the Treasury Department 
and the War Memorial Building. The 
flooding displaced some residents 
from their homes for a week and 
closed most downtown state offices 
for two days. Fortunately the NJDOT 
complex, in Ewing Township 

two miles north of the city, was 
untouched by the raging waters. 


The New Jersey Asphalt Pavement 
Association (NJAPA) presented a special 
recognition award to the Department 
for the completion of a major interstate 
reconstruction project, the Cherry Hill 
and Mt. Laurel sections of I-295. 

Resident Engineer Vincent Baglivo 
and Assistant Resident Engineer 
Allen Kricheff accepted on behalf of 
the Department at the Rutgers Paving 
Conference in March. The $58 million 
project began in January 2003 and ended 
in December 2004. 

“This was a major interstate 
reconstruction project,” said NJAPA’s 
Stacey Hatt. “Together with Rutgers 
University, we give the awards of 
excellence each year to those who have 
contributed to the attention paid to high 
quality standards in the construction of 
hot mix asphalt pavements,” she said. 

Two years can be a long time. 
Especially if you are in charge of a full- 
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depth flexible pavement reconstruction 
project on a major highway built in the 
1960s in a heavily traveled area. 

When Commissioner Jack Lettiere 
introduced the project at the end of 
2002, he was concerned not only about 
getting the job done, but also with 
safety on the job. 

“Too many motorists are ignoring 
the reduced speed limit endangering 
themselves and the construction 
workers, creating an unacceptable 
condition,” he said. “Safety must come 
insta 

According to Baglivo, construction 
was one thing. But they also increased 
signage, including variable message 
boards and more State Police patrols 
and reduced the speed limit to 45 mph. 

“We can’t have people speeding 
while we are working on the roadway,” 
said Baglivo. “We tried different speed 

Continued on page 3 


Miller makes the right moves in the ranks and files 


Supervising Engineer Charlie Miller of Major Access 
Permits showed he knows his rooks and queens when he 
placed first in the NJDOT Chess Tournament on March 14 
to March 18. Twenty players competed every 
day from 12:15-1:15 p.m. in the Headquarters 


cafeteria. 


“Some of us belong to the NJDOT Chess 
Club,” said Miller. “We play chess every day 
in the fourth floor conference room of the E&0 
Building. But some of the people were not in 


our club. They just wanted to join 
the competition.” 

The group played by the Swiss 
system that can accommodate a 
large number of players. In this 
system, no one is eliminated. But, 
as you continue to win games, you 
face stronger opposition. Usually the 
players are ranked before the game 
starts. 

“We couldn’t rank these players 
because we didn’t know their 
strengths,” said Miller, “so we drew 
lots. This was not anelimination 
tourney; we all played out the five 
days. If you won a game you got a 


point, if you drew it was one-half point, and 


if you lost you received none.” 


Miller recanted the drama of the final game. 
“On Friday Dante Sadama of Design Services came 


spare time? 


in second. He had 4 points; I had 3-1/2 . Then I beat him, 
so [had 4-1/2 to his 4 points. Atta Najem of Maintenance 
Engineering placed third.” 

The 27-year government veteran exudes an 
enthusiasm for the game. But what does he do in his 


“I play chess, of course,” he said. “I belong 
to two clubs — in Hamilton and in Hillsborough 
— and I have played in 26 consecutive U.S. Amateur 
Team Championship tournaments. I also played in 


two U.S. opens: one in Somerset in 
1986 and one in Cherry Hill in 2002.” 

Miller is positive about the 
future of the NJDOT Chess Club. 
“We will try to hold a tournament 
every year, if possible. Maybe 


-\ those who are not members will 


join our group. After all, the three 

F winners this year walked away with 
_, trophies.” 

Project Engineer Nicole 
Einthoven organized the event. 
Players included Miller, Sadama, 
Najem, Einthoven, Eddy Germain, 
Pierre Adams, Steve Hammond, 
Bharat Shah, Richard Scaccetti, 


Chuck Greenberg, Jeff Overton, 


Dhananjay Rana, Anil Desai, Irene Matos, Charlie Guenzel, 


Jerome Florence, George Kuhn, Norbert Teufel, Pavan 
Sheth and Mukesh Shah. 


Transit Village program adds two locations 


Jersey City and New Brunswick 
joined 14 locations previously 
designated Transit Villages and received 
$100,000 each from NJDOT. 

Commissioner Jack Lettiere, with 
Commissioner Susan Bass Levin of 


Etz 


the Department of Community Affairs 
and George Warrington, Executive 
Director of NJ TRANSIT, made the 
announcement in February. Called 
Transit Villages, they encourage citizens 
to live closer to public transportation to 
minimize reliance on using automobiles, 
a model for Smart Growth. 

“Land use and transportation 
are intrinsically linked,” said Lettiere. 
“Transit Villages are about helping 
communities develop in the right way 
by utilizing existing transportation 
assets.” 

But cities don’t automatically 
become Transit Villages according to 
NJDOT Coordinator Monica Etz. 

Etz, a certified Landscape 
Architect and Planner said that towns 
must go through a process. 

“The first thing they have 
to do is apply. It’s important that 
the municipality do much of the 
background work on the local and 
county levels. They have to be 
committed to this goal.” 

The 11 agencies that make up the 
Transit Village Task Force and 

participate in the process meet 
quarterly and provide technical 
assistance to help communities achieve 
their goals. 


They are the Commerce and 
Economic Growth Commission, the 
Council on the Arts, the Department of 
Community Affairs, the Department 
of Environmental Protection, the 
Economic Development Authority, 
the Housing and Mortgage Finance 
Agency, the Office of Smart Growth, 
Main Street New Jersey and the 
Redevelopment Authority. 

Continued on back page 


Retirees 
Mycoff winds up career after 43 years 


It was just an ordinary 
workday for most, but the 
Commissioner’s Wing buzzed 
as more than a hundred NJDOT | 
employees bid fond farewells 
to John Mycoff at a special 
breakfast on March 31. 

As they picked up a 
muffin or bagel, they swapped 
greetings and stories with 
Mycoff, the former Executive 
Director of the Office of 
Community Involvement in the 
Division of Customer Advocacy 
and Administration, who 
announced his retirement after 
43 years with the Department. 

“John has been a terrific 


Commissioner Jack Lettiere wishes 43-year NJDOT veteran John 
Mycoff, (right) and his wife Teresa a happy and healthy retirement 


part of the DOT family and will during a breakfast reception. 


be greatly missed,” said Commissioner Jack Lettiere. “One 
of our most difficult tasks is gaining consensus and support 
for many needed transportation improvements. John has 
been magnificent as an ambassador for the Department to 
the many constituents and customers that we serve.” 

Asked what he will miss most about the NJDOT, 
Mycoff said, “I will miss the great people. You can do 
wonderful things when you work together as a team.” 

And, Mycoff has very definite ideas about what his 


future will hold. 
“In one word: golf.” 


Retirees 
meet in Florida 


Retirees Maria and Sante Falvo, Ted 
Hamler and Nic Nicu take a break 
from the festivities at the annual 
DOT Retirees Association (DOTRA) 
reunion in Florida. The annual 
reunion drew 26 NJDOT retirees at 
the Rockledge (FL) Country Club 

in February. Retiree Frank Wegel 
organized the event and Shirley 
Birkhead-Pierce was the hostess. 


Other recent 
Department retirees include, 
in February: Equipment 
Operator Henry Lasenberry 
of Highway Markings 
North, 29 years and 
Gregory C. Walter, Principal 
Transportation Analyst, 
Ports, Terminals and Freight, 
18 years. 

March retirements 
include Automotive 
Mechanic Thomas 
Helmlinger of Equipment 
Fernwood, 37 years; 
Highway Construction 
and Bridge Repairer 1 
Charles Ahr of Maintenance 
Construction South, 30 


years; Arthur Eisdorfer of the Senior Executive Service, 
Civil Engineering, 30 years and Csaba Levay, Automotive 
Mechanic in Equipment Operations Central, 10 years. 

April retirements include Administrative Analyst 1 
Joseph Coult of IT Customer Services, 39 years; Project 
Engineer Electrical Daniel Muzyk in Electrical Maintenance, 
34 years; Supervising Engineer 2, Surface Design Robert 
Swain of Utilities and RR Engineering, 34 years; Assistant 
Regional Electrical Supervisor Charles Eichele of Electrical 


Maintenance South, 32 years and Principal Title Examiner 
Terry Kessler of Technical Support, 21 years. 
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limits but finally it went down to 45 
mph. 

A big plus was the New Jersey 
State Police Construction unit. They 
were out there all the time enforcing 
the reduced speed limit. 

According to Baglivo, contractor 
Richard E. Pierson Construction of 
Woodstown held off closing any lanes 
until off-peak travel times. Officials 
from Camden and Burlington counties 


and Cherry Hill and Mt. Laurel 
participated in the design. 

“The result of these partnerships 
was that there were no fatalities 
during this two year construction job, 
and the job got done,” the resident 
engineer said. 

Supervising Engineer Paul 
Hofmann applauded the efforts of the 
field staff, “This was a day and night 
job and everyone of them deserves 


praise, particularly the Resident 
Engineer,” he said. It’s a tough job.” 

The project staff included 
Baglivo, Dave Barbalace, Dennis 
Caltagirone, Ron Catana, K. Chokshi, 
Tom Emory, Mike Johnson, Kricheff, 
Willie Lapena, Harry Larcombe, 
Mike Lewis, Mike McHenry, Ray 
Petreshock, Pete Reimer, Rodney 
Robinson, Steve Wagner and Karl 
Wirtz. 


NJDOT Adopt A ey EU blossom at the NJ Flower Show 


The sponsor hires a maintenance 
company to keep the highway litter 
free. Most of the sponsors in this case 
are individuals. 

NJDOT staffers’ goals for the 
programs are to educate the public 
about the programs and to sign up 
sponsors and volunteers. 

“We kept the booth staffed with 
volunteers the entire four days of the 
show this year,” said Branin. 

The volunteers came from 
throughout the Department. They 
included Dan Black from Electrical 
Engineering; Cindy Bloom-Cronin, 
George Caruso, David Earl, Lois 
Johann, Phil Cyr, Brenda Hammer 

- : and David Byers of Landscape and 
Clint Griggs and Barbara Urbano (far right) talk to a prospective Adopt A Highway Urban Design; Chuck Brodowicz 
Program “adoptee” at the New Jersey Flower, Garden and Outdoor Living show, held in from Construction Engineering; 
Raritan Center, Edison in February. Clint Griggs from Central Region 


The New Jersey Flower, Garden 
and Outdoor Living Show, held in 
February at Raritan Center, Edison, 
was a breath of fresh air during the 
cold, snowy winter. 

Among the more than 155 
exhibits of flowers, foliage and 
landscaping, NJDOT’s Lew Branin, 
Program Coordinator for the Adopt 
A Highway programs, with several 
volunteers, introduced the public to 
three programs: Adopt A Highway, 
Sponsor A Highway and Adopt A 


Highway Landscape programs. 

The two volunteer programs 
— Adopt A Highway and Adopt 
A Highway Landscape — function 
to keep the highways and the area 
around the highways litter free and 
more pleasing to the eye. This is 
where volunteers, such as businesses, 
churches and fraternal organizations, 
sign up to do the work for at least two 
years. 

The Sponsor A Highway 
Program is not a volunteer program. 


Maintenance; Dave Kook from 
Right of Way; Jack Naiman, formerly 
of NJDOT, now with Treasury; 
Linda Sudler from Environmental 
Analysis; and Barbara Urbano from 
ITS Engineering. 

“This is just one of our outreach 
programs that we try to do each 
year,” Branin said. “I have also lined 
up the Professional Landscapers 
Association of Central and North 
Jersey and the Garden Clubs of New 
Jersey in April and June respectively.” 


Department honors three outstanding women 


Kim Morris, Lauralee Rappeleye and Kate 
Immordino were honored during this year’s Women’s 


History Month Program. 


Resources, Rappleye began working with the 
Department in 1983 and today supervises the Local 


Government Section. 


The award recipients were chosen 
because they have demonstrated change 
in their professional careers, local 
communities or personal lives. Assistant 
Commissioner Tina Lado made the 
presentation. 

Here are some reasons for their 
distinction: 

Kim Morris. Administrative 
Supervisor 1 of Regional Operations 
South, Morris entered a co-op work 
program with the Department in 1983 as a 


clerk sponsored by Cherokee High School. 


She was recently awarded the Federal 
Highway Administration’s David Powell 
Award for her accomplishments in the 
environmental area. Rappleye is known 
for the person to go to for answers to 
environmental project questions and for 
teaching others the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act. 

Despite the hours she devotes to 
NJDOT, she devotes her personal time to 
working with her daughter’s Girl Scout 
troop. 

Kate Immordino. Assistant 


Today Morris manages the Regional 
Operations Personnel office that includes 
postings / certifications and special Morris 
programs. She manages regional training and the 
Take Your Kids to Work program and is the PC Lab 
Coordinator. 

In her spare time she is raising two children and 
four stepchildren, is a PTA room mother and assists 
with fundraisers. An avid bowler on NJDOT Administration’s team, 

Lauralee Rappleye. Supervising Environmental she is just as enthusiastic with her daughter’s soccer 
Specialist with the Division of Environmental team. 


Commissioner of Administration, 
Immordinc began her career in 1978 in 
state service and rose through the ranks to 
her current position. 

A respected leader, colleague and advisor, 
Immordino is currently a candidate-for a Doctorate 
Degree at Rutgers University and is active in the 
American Society for Public Administrators. 


Community Emergency response 
Team (CERT) training in emergency 
preparedness and basic response 
techniques for personal and public 
safety has almost doubled since it was 
introduced at NJDOT in May 2004. 

“So far 89 employees have 
completed training,” said John 
Spedding, Project Engineer 
Landscape. According to Spedding 
59 graduated in October, and 30 in 
December 2004. The February 2005 
class will graduate 20 students this 
summer. 

Each CERT volunteer completes 
20 hours of training on disaster 
preparedness, basic disaster medical 
operations, fire safety, light search and 
rescue and other related topics. 

The training also includes fire 
demo training at the Dempster Fire 
Training School in Hamilton. 

“They actually deal with small 
fires that are set off at the school,” said 
Spedding. “The question they have 
to answer is ‘how do you approach a 
building that has people in it and is 
burning?’ The volunteers use real fire 
equipment on real fires.” 

Spedding was very specific about 
where the volunteers would operate. 

“When they get calls here at 
NJDOT they just grab their kits. 

They have gloves, vest, hard hat, 


A savings of $2 million netted an award at the 
annual 2005 Value Engineering (VE) Workshop in March 
for implemented recommendations made by team 
members Dana Hecht, Snehal Patel, Mazhar Paroya, 


Stanley Worosz of NJDOT and 
Tomas Janikula of Federal Highway 
Administration, Anthony Temeles of 


Modjeski and Masters and Ron Monaco : 


of Port Authority of NY/NJ. 

They made recommendations 
on the Route 57 Merrils Creek Bridge 
Project. 

“Your recommendations for this 


high cost, complex project provided the 
Department with a feasible cost saving 


alternative that has been incorporated 
into the scope for examination and 
implementation into the project 
design,” said Supervising Engineer 


Susan Gresavage of Value Engineering. F 


“VE procedures are used by a 
multi-disciplined team to identify 
the function of a product or service, 
establish a value for the function, 
generate alternatives through the 
use of creative thinking and provide 
the needed function at the lowest 
overall cost,” said Project Manager 


and tools that are kept at their desks. 


The volunteers assemble and go to the 
emergency. They can also go into their 
community and help, but that’s not 
part of these operations.” 

The national CERT program 
is a branch of Citizen Corps, a 
component of USA Freedom Corps 
which brings together leaders 
from law enforcement, fire and 


medical agencies with volunteer 
units. NJDOT’s Harold Neil of the 
Emergency Preparedness Unit runs 
the program. 

NJDOT is always looking for 
a few good volunteers. For more 
information about the program, 
contact Lisa Webber at 609.530.4562. 
Nancy Ciaruffoli (609.530.6456) can 
answer training questions. 


Mark Hauske of Value Engineering. 

Every year teams meet to analyze current NJDOT 
projects and to make recommendations. If they are 
implemented those team members may receive awards. 


Including this years winners, 
nineteen Department employees from 
the Divisions of Quality Management 
Services, Environmental Resources, 
Design Services, Project Planning and 
Development, Local Aid & Economic 
Development, Construction Services 
& Materials, Traffic Operations, Right 
of Way and Project Management, 
with eight consultants, two federal 
employees and a city employee from 
Stamford, CT worked in teams at the 
March workshop on recommendations 
for implementation of the Cramer 
Hill Waterfront Access in Camden 
County, the Route 57 and CR 519 
Intersection improvements in Warren 
County, the Route 78/287 Interchange 
improvements and the Routes 202/ 
206/78 /287 improvements in Somerset 
County. 

“And next year some of the 
recipients may return to win awards 
for the current projects,” said Hauske. 


Transperter 


¢ K) Printed on recycled paper 


New Jersey Department of Transportation 


PO Box 600 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 


Trans-Sporters Carmen lantorno, Amend 
_Bolid and Karen Weber practice for the - 

upcoming Tour de Cure Jersey Shore rid 
_ Steve Hochman, Ed D’Arcy and Karen 

Abbott also participated in the practice r 
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Time is not a factor. “We are not 
overly concerned with time, as long as 
the town meets the criteria and has the 
vision to become a Transit Village,” Etz 
said. “They must make a commitment 
to grow in jobs, housing and 
population, have transit in place, have 
a land use strategy and have housing 
choices within walking distance of 

fransit” 7 
Etz cited South Amboy as a 


successful example. It was s designated 
in 1999, and kicked off as a Transit — 
Village in June 2003 when ground was 
broken for a new rail station plaza that 
includes transit arts to illustrate the 
town’s rich history. Plans include ferry 


terminals, residential es and 
a waterfront bike path, = 

“To sum it up, Etz said, "We're 
helping communities with transit ts to be 
reborn.” 
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